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The only State, now within the recollection of tige under- -
signed, which ever undertook to distribute a general fund
among its several counties, was the State of Arkansas. —This
$1.000,000, which was realized from the sale of lands granted
by the Congress of the United States. Some ten ycars ok,
this fund was distributed among the several counties, to be
used by them for purposes of Internal Improvement, and the
result has been that the entire fund has been wasted by the
counties, and not one dollar expended for the purposes for-
shich it was intended. Arkansfis is, to-day, withou tmm%: |

of railroad, or one dollar’s school fund in her Treasury.
commentary upon the policy of trusting to county legis
to develop the resources of a State. b/ |
But we need not travel out of our own Btate to find exam-
ples of the evils of thus trusting to the counties to carry out
any definite policy for the general benefit of the entire Slate.
* Although the several counties of the State have been left-
to regulate their own municipal affairs, such as roads, ferries,
bridges, public buildings, &c., and though the State has ex-
tended to them every facility by legislating in their behalf;
and releasing to them the State taxes for a number of years;
it is a notorious fact that more than one-half of them have
never erected good and sufficient public buildings, and a great
tumber of them are involved in debt to the extent of thousands,
while the county funds are wasted and squandered by the
county officers, who are responsible only to themselves.
But not only have they thus misapplied and wasted the
funds, but have shown an utter carelessness with regard to se-
El!t:lt:g for their counties what has been given them by the

By reference to the message of Grovernor Pease, of last
;‘Ptﬁlj, 1t will be seen that but 954,181 acres of the 1,753,488
tiwuwlzuch the ninety-nine old counties were then entitled, had
i been selected ; that forty-one counties only had selected
th:l'r full amount; that twenty had selected 227,989 acres of
md354,240 to which tl;iiy were entitled, and thirty-eight had
h_:_-mo_selecﬁqns-ap 1, so that 799,307 acres remained to
5 selected. That nineteen of the counties which had made
ﬁx“_'“‘*lﬁ".* tons were organized in 1846, or previous to that time;
ferent o -8anized in 1848, and thirteen were organized at dif-

1 periods between the years 1849 and 1854.

The uul;lersilgned fully concur with Gov, Pease in the x-
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